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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment was received on 10/12/04, and has been entered and made of 
record. Currently, claims 1-11 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3 and 5-1 0 are rejected under 35 U:S.C. r03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Imai et al (U.S. Patent Number 6,104,504, cited in the Office action dated 7/28/04) in view of 
Wada et al (U.S. Patent Number 5,442,686). 

Regarding claim 7, Imai discloses a facsimile communication method for performing a 
Group 3 facsimile communications operation using an optional frame signal (column 1, lines 9 
through 55, and column 3, lines 22 through 28, being a SEP signal) comprising providing a 
facsimile apparatus with a memory which prestores identification information for a plurality of 
different facsimile machines having common specifications of optional fi-ames (step SI 08, being 
a docimient sheet, designated by a document sheet number, stored in a polling queue, column 5, 
line 16 through column 6, line 36, whereby the document sheets numbers are different for each 
destination station, and document sheets for a plurality of destinations may be stored), receiving 
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a call from a calling facsimile machine for a facsimile communications operation using an 
optional frame and identification information of the calling facsimile machine (column 5, lines 
19 through 32), comparing the identification information of the calling facsimile machine Q with 
the identification information prestored in the memory (step SI 10 in Fig. 6, column 5, lines 31 
through 35, whereby the document sheet designated by the document sheet number is "collated" 
(or compared) with the document sheet number of the document sheet in the queue), canceling 
performance of the facsimile commimications operation using the optional frame when the 
identification information of the calling facsimile machine does not correspond with the 
identification information prestored in the memory ("no" in step SI 10 in Fig. 6, column 5, lines 
31 through 40, wherein "if there is no matching document sheet, ... the process is terminated"), 
and executing the facsimile communications operation using the optional frame when the 
identification information of the calling facsimile machine corresponds to the identification 
information prestored in the memory ("yes" in step SI 10, which proceeds to step SI 1 1 to 
transmit the original image, column 5, lines 31 through 40, wherein "if there is a matching 
document sheet, the document sheet is transmitted"). 

However, Imai fails to expressly disclose if the identification information of the calling 
facsimile machine identifies the calling facsimile machine. 

Wada discloses a facsimile communication method for performing a Group 3 facsimile 
communications operation using an optional frame signal (column 5, lines 23-61) comprising 
receiving a call from a calling facsimile machine for a facsimile communications operation using 
an optional frame and identification information of the calling facsimile machine (see Figs. 2A-1 
through 3B), and comparing the identification information of the calling facsimile machine with 
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the identification information prestored in a memory (column 5, lines 45-51, step S90 in Fig. 
2B), wherein the identification information of the calling facsimile machine identifies the calling 
facsimile machine (column 5, lines 36-44). 

Imai & Wada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
facsimile machines that receive facsimile data using standard facsimile protocol. At the time of 
the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to have Imai's 
system include the feature having the identification information identify the calling facsimile 
machine, as taught by Wada, since standard facsimile protocol includes a TSI command, which 
identifies the calling facsimile machine. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have 
been that Lnai's system would conform with well-known standards of facsimile protocol, as 
recognized by Wada in column 5, lines 25-61 . Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
combine the teachings of Wada with the system of Imai to obtain the invention as specified in 
claim 1. 

Regarding claim 2, Imai and Wada disclose the method discussed above in claim 1, and 
Wada further teaches that the identification information prestored in the memory comprises 
subscriber identifications each contained in a frame TSI to be generated by each of the plurality 
of different facsimile machines and the identification information received in the receiving step 
is a subscriber identification contained in a frame TSI generated by the calling facsimile machine 
(column 5, lines 36-5 1 , step S90 in Fig. 2B). 

Imai & Wada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
facsimile machines that receive facsimile data using standard facsimile protocol. At the time of 
the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to have Imai's 
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system include the feature having the identification information identify the caUing facsimile 
machine, as taught by Wada, since standard facsimile protocol includes a TSI command, which 
identifies the calling facsimile machine. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have 
been that Lnai's system would conform with well-known standards of facsimile protocol, as 
recognized by Wada in column 5, lines 25-61. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
combine the teachings of Wada with the system of Imai to obtain the invention as specified in 
claim 2. 

Regarding claim 3, Imai and Wada disclose the method discussed above in claim 1, and 
Imai fiirther teaches that the optional fi-ame include SUB, SEP, and PWD in conformance with 
the recommendation T-30 of ITU-T (column 1, lines 10 through 55). 

Regarding claim 5, Imai discloses a facsimile apparatus (see abstract, and Fig. 1) 
comprising memory means for prestoring identification information for a plurality of different 
facsimile machines having common specifications of optional fi-ames (step SI 08, being a 
document sheet, designated by a document sheet number, stored in a polling queue, column 5, 
line 16 through column 6, line 36, whereby the document sheets numbers are different for each 
destination station, and document sheets for a plurality of destinations may be stored), modem 
means (modem 8, column 2, lines 54 through 60) for receiving a call fi-om a calling facsimile 
machine for a facsimile communications operation using an optional fi-ame and identification 
information of the calling facsimile machine (column 3, line 48 through column 4, line 21, and 
column 5, lines 16 through 30), and a means (CPU 1, column 2, lines 38 through 41) for 
verifying the identification information of the calling facsimile machine with the identification 
information prestored in the memory (step SI 10 in Fig. 6, column 5, lines 31 through 35, 
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whereby the document sheet designated by the document sheet number is "collated" with the 
document sheet number of the document sheet in the queue), canceling performance of the 
facsimile communications operation using the optional frame when the identification information 
of the calling facsimile machine does not correspond with the identification information 
prestored in the memory ("no" in step SI 10 in Fig. 6, column 5, lines 31 through 40, wherein "if 
there is no matching document sheet, ... the process is terminated"), and executing the facsimile 
commxmications operation using the optional frame when the identification information of the 
calling facsimile machine corresponds to the identification information prestored in the memory 
("yes" in step SI 10, which proceeds to step SI 1 1 to transmit the original image, column 5, lines 
31 through 40, wherein "if there is a matching document sheet, the document sheet is 
transmitted"). 

However, Imai fails to expressly disclose if the identification information of the calling 
facsimile machine identifies the calling facsimile machine. 

Wada discloses a facsimile apparatus comprising modem means for receiving a call from 
a calling facsimile machine for a facsimile communications operation using an optional frame 
and identification information of the calling facsimile machine (see Figs. 2A-1 through 3B), and 
controller means for verifying the identification information of the calling facsimile machine 
with the identification information prestored in a memory (column 5, lines 45-51, step S90 in 
Fig. 2B), wherein the identification information of the calling facsimile machine identifies the 
calling facsimile machine (column 5, lines 36-44). 

Imai & Wada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
facsimile machines that receive facsimile data using standard facsimile protocol. At the time of 
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the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to have Imai's 
system include the feature having the identification information identify the calling facsimile 
machine, as taught by Wada, since standard facsimile protocol includes a TSI command, which 
identifies the calling facsimile machine. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have 
been that Imai's system would conform with well-known standards of facsimile protocol, as 
recognized by Wada in column 5, lines 25-61 . Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
combine the teachings of Wada with the system of Imai to obtain the invention as specified in 
claim 5. 

Regarding claim 6, Imai discloses a facsimile apparatus (see abstract, and Fig. 1) 
comprising memory for prestoring identification information for a plurality of different facsimile 
machines having common specifications of optional fi-ames (step SI 08, being a document sheet, 
designated by a document sheet number, stored in a polling queue, column 5, line 16 through 
column 6, line 36, whereby the document sheets numbers are different for each destination 
station, and document sheets for a plurality of destinations may be stored), modem (modem 8, 
column 2, lines 54 through 60) for receiving a call fi-om a calling facsimile machine for a 
facsimile communications operation using an optional frame and identification information of 
the calling facsimile machine (column 3, line 48 through column 4, line 21, and column 5, lines 
16 through 30), and a controller (CPU 1, column 2, lines 38 through 41) for verifying the 
identification information of the calling facsimile machine with the identification information 
prestored in the memory (step SI 10 in Fig. 6, column 5, Hnes 31 through 35, whereby the 
document sheet designated by the document sheet number is "collated" with the document sheet 
number of the document sheet in the queue), canceling performance of the facsimile 
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conununications operation using the optional frame when the identification information of the 
calhng facsimile machine does not correspond with the identification information prestored in 
the memory ("no" in step SllO in Fig. 6, column 5, lines 31 through 40, wherein "if there is no 
matching document sheet, ... the process is terminated"), and executing the facsimile 
communications operation using the optional frame when the identification information of the 
calling facsimile machine corresponds to the identification information prestored in the memory 
("yes" in step SllO, which proceeds to step SI 11 to transmit the original image, column 5, lines 
31 through 40, wherein "if there is a matching document sheet, the document sheet is 
transmitted"). 

However, Imai fails to expressly disclose if the identification informafion of the calling 
facsimile machine identifies the calling facsimile machine. 

Wada discloses a facsimile apparatus comprising a modem for receiving a call from a 
calling facsimile machine for a facsimile communications operation using an optional frame and 
identification information of the calling facsimile machine (see Figs. 2A-1 through 3B), and a 
controller for verifying the identification information of the calling facsimile machine with the 
identification informafion prestored in a memory (column 5, lines 45-51, step S90 in Fig. 2B), 
wherein the identification information of the calling facsimile machine identifies the calling 
facsimile machine (column 5, lines 36-44). 

Imai & Wada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
facsimile machines that receive facsimile data using standard facsimile protocol. At the time of 
the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to have Imai's 
system include the feature having the identification information identify the calling facsimile 
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machine, as taught by Wada, since standard facsimile protocol includes a TSI command, which 
identifies the calling facsimile machine. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have 
been that Imai's system would conform with well-known standards of facsimile protocol, as 
recognized by Wada in column 5, lines 25-61. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
combine the teachings of Wada with the system of Imai to obtain the invention as specified in 
claim 6. 

Regarding claim 7, Imai discloses a facsimile communication method for performing a 
Group 3 facsimile communications operation using an optional fi-ame signal (column 1, lines 9 
through 55, and column 3, lines 22 through 28) comprising providing a facsimile apparatus with 
a memory which prestores identification information for a plurality of different facsimile 
machines having common specifications of optional frames (step SI 08, being a document sheet, 
designated by a document sheet number, stored in a polling queue, column 5, line 16 through 
column 6, line 36, whereby the document sheets numbers are different for each destination 
station, and document sheets for a plurality of destinations may be stored), receiving a call fi-om 
a calling facsimile machine for a facsimile communications operation using an optional frame 
and identification information of the calling facsimile machine (column 5, lines 16 through 40), 
and verifying the identification information of the calling facsimile machine with the 
identification information prestored in the memory (step SI 10 in Fig. 6, column 5, lines 31 
through 35, whereby the document sheet designated by the document sheet number is "collated" 
with the document sheet number of the document sheet in the queue), wherein when the 
identification information of the calling facsimile machine does not correspond with the 
identification information prestored in the memory, standard facsimile operations that do not use 
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the optional frame are performed while facsimile operations that would use the optional frame 
are canceled ("no" in step SI 10 in Fig. 6, column 5, lines 31 through 40, wherein "if there is no 
matching document sheet, the absence of a document sheet is announced to the calling receiving 
station and the process is terminated"). 

However, Imai fails to expressly disclose if the identification information of the calling 
facsimile machine identifies the calling facsimile machine. 

Wada discloses a facsimile commxmication method for performing a Group 3 facsimile 
communications operation using an optional frame signal (column 5, lines 23-61) comprising 
receiving a call from a calling facsimile machine for a facsimile communications operation using 
an optional frame and identification information of the calling facsimile machine (see Figs. 2A-1 
through 3B), and verifying the identification information of the calling facsimile machine with 
the identification information prestored in a memory (column 5, lines 45-51, step S90 in Fig. 
2B), wherein the identification information of the calling facsimile machine identifies the calling 
facsimile machine (column 5, lines 36-44). 

Imai & Wada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
facsimile machines that receive facsimile data using standard facsimile protocol. At the time of 
the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to have Imai's 
system include the feature having the identification information identify the calling facsimile 
machine, as taught by Wada, since standard facsimile protocol includes a TSI command, which 
identifies the calling facsimile machine. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have 
been that Imai's system would conform with well-known standards of facsimile protocol, as 
recognized by Wada in column 5, lines 25-61. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
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combine the teachings of Wada with the system of Imai to obtain the invention as specified in 
claim 7. 

Regarding claim 8, Imai and Wada disclose the apparatus discussed above in claim 5, and 
Imai further teaches that the memory means stores a table of identification information 
identifying facsimile machines capable of operating with optional frames (column 5, line 19 
through column 6, line 5, and column 8, lines 45 through 62). 

Regarding claim 9, Imai and Wada disclose the apparatus discussed above in claim 6, and 
Imai further teaches that the memory stores a table of identification information identifying 
facsimile machines capable of operating with optional frames (column 5, line 19 through column 
6, line 5, and column 8, lines 45 through 62). 

Regarding claim 10, Imai discloses a method for performing a facsimile communications 
operation using an optional frame signal (column 1, lines 9 through 55, and colurmi 3, lines 22 
through 28, being a SEP signal) comprising providing a facsimile apparatus with a memory 
which prestores identification information for a plurality of different facsimile machines having 
common specifications of optional frames (step SI 08, being a document sheet, designated by a 
document sheet number, stored in a polling queue, column 5, line 16 through colimin 6, line 36, 
whereby the document sheets numbers are different for each destination station, and document 
sheets for a plurality of destinations may be stored), receiving a call from a calling facsimile 
machine for a facsimile commimications operation using an optional frame and identification 
information of the calling facsimile machine (column 3, line 48 through column 4, line 21, and 
column 5, lines 16 through 30), verifying the identification information of the calling facsimile 
machine with the identification information prestored in the memory (step SI 1 0 in Fig. 6, 
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column 5, lines 31 through 35, whereby the document sheet designated by the document sheet 
number is "collated" with the document sheet number of the document sheet in the queue), 
canceling performance of the facsimile communications operation using the optional frame when 
the identification information of the calling facsimile machine does not correspond with the 
identification information prestored in the memory ("no" in step SI 10 in Fig. 6, column 5, lines 
31 through 40, wherein "if there is no matching document sheet, ... the process is terminated"), 
and executing the facsimile communications operation using the optional frame when the 
identification information of the calling facsimile machine corresponds to the identification 
information prestored in the memory ("yes" in step SI 10, which proceeds to step SI 1 1 to 
transmit the original image, column 5, lines 31 through 40, wherein "if there is a matching 
document sheet, the document sheet is transmitted"). 

However, Imai fails to expressly disclose if the identification information of the calling 
facsimile machine identifies the calling facsimile machine. 

Wada discloses a facsimile communication method for performing a facsimile 
communications operation using an optional frame signal (column 5, lines 23-61) comprising 
receiving a call from a calling facsimile machine for a facsimile communications operation using 
an optional frame and identification information of the calling facsimile machine (see Figs. 2A-1 
through 3B), and verifying the identification information of the calling facsimile machine with 
the identification information prestored in a memory (column 5, lines 45-51, step S90 in Fig. 
2B), wherein the identification information of the calling facsimile machine identifies the calling 
facsimile machine (column 5, lines 36-44). 
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Imai & Wada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
facsimile machines that receive facsimile data using standard facsimile protocol. At the time of 
the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to have Imai's 
system include the feature having the identification information identify the calling facsimile 
machine, as taught by Wada, since standard facsimile protocol includes a TSI command, which 
identifies the calling facsimile machine. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have 
been that Imai's system would conform with well-known standards of facsimile protocol, as 
recognized by Wada in column 5, lines 25-61 . Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
combine the teachings of Wada with the system of hnai to obtain the invention as specified in 
claim 10. 

4. Claims 4 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Imai et 
al (U.S. Patent Number 6,104,504, cited in the Office action dated 7/28/04) in view of Wada et 
al (U.S. Patent Number 5,442,686), and fiirther in view of Mori (U.S. Patent Number 6,384,927, 
cited in the Office action dated 7/28/04). 

Regarding claim 4, Imai discloses a facsimile communication method for performing a 
Group 3 facsimile communications operation using optional frame signals (column 1, lines 9 
through 55) in a calling number display service mode (SEP signal included in the DTC signal, 
column 3, lines 22 through 58), comprising providing a facsimile apparatus with a memory 
which prestores identification information for a plurality of different facsimile machines having 
common specifications of optional frames (step SI 08, being a document sheet, designated by a 
document sheet number, stored in a polling queue, column 5, line 16 through column 6, line 36, 
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whereby the document sheets numbers are different for each destination station, and document 
sheets for a plurality of destinations may be stored), receiving a telephone number of a calling 
facsimile machine during a call establishing process in the calling number display service mode 
and a signal requesting a facsimile communications operation using an optional frame (column 6, 
lines 9 through 62), verifying the telephone number of the calling facsimile machine received in 
the receiving step with the identification information prestored in the memory (step SI 10 in Fig. 
6, column 5, lines 31 through 35, whereby the document sheet designated by the document sheet 
number is "collated" with the document sheet number of the document sheet in the queue), 
canceling performance of the facsimile communications operation using the optional frame when 
identification information of the calling facsimile machine does not correspond with the 
identification information prestored in the memory ("no" in step SI 10 in Fig. 6, column 5, lines 
31 through 40, wherein "if there is no matching document sheet, ... the process is terminated"), 
and executing the facsimile communications operation using the optional frame when the 
identification information of the calling facsimile machine corresponds to the identification 
information prestored in the memory ("yes" in step SI 10, which proceeds to step SI 1 1 to 
transmit the original image, column 5, lines 31 through 40, wherein "if there is a matching 
document sheet, the document sheet is transmitted"). 

However, Imai fails to expressly disclose if the identification information of the calling 
facsimile machine identifies the calling facsimile machine. 

Wada discloses a facsimile communication method for performing a facsimile 
communications operation using an optional frame signals (column 5, lines 23-61) comprising 
receiving a telephone number of a calling facsimile machine during a call establishing process 
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and a signal requesting a facsimile communications operation using an optional frame (see Figs. 
2A-1 through 3B), and verifying the telephone number of a calling facsimile machine with the 
identification information prestored in a memory (column 5, lines 45-51, step S90 in Fig. 2B), 
wherein the identification information of the calling facsimile machine identifies the calling 
facsimile machine (column 5, lines 36-44). 

Imai & Wada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
facsimile machines that receive facsimile data using standard facsimile protocol. At the time of 
the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to have Imai's 
system include the feature having the identification information identify the calling facsimile 
machine, as taught by Wada, since standard facsimile protocol includes a TSI command, which 
identifies the calling facsimile machine. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have 
been that Imai's system would conform with well-known standards of facsimile protocol, as 
recognized by Wada in column 5, lines 25-61. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
combine the teachings of Wada with the system of Imai to obtain the invention as specified in 
claim 4. 

Continuing, Imai and Wada fail to expressly disclose of canceling performance of the 
facsimile communications operation when the telephone number of the calling facsimile machine 
does not correspond with the identification information stored in the memory. 

Mori discloses a facsimile communication method for performing a Group 3 facsimile 
communications operation using optional frame signals (column 10, lines 1 through 6), 
comprising providing a facsimile apparatus with a memory which prestores identification 
information for a plurality of different facsimile machines having common specifications of 
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optional frames (column 10, lines 17 through 58), receiving a telephone number of a calling 
facsimile machine during a call establishing process and a signal requesting a facsimile 
communications operation using an optional frame (column 1 1, lines 38 through 55, and column 
12, line 66 through column 13, line 18, seen in step 104 of Fig. 5), verifying the telephone 
number of the calling facsimile machine received in the receiving step with the identification 
information prestored in the memory (column 11, lines 51 through 67, seen as step 105 in Fig. 
5), canceling performance of the facsimile communications operation using the optional frame 
when the telephone number of the calling facsimile machine does not correspond with the 
identification information prestored in the memory ("no" in step 105, column 11, lines 56 
through 62), and executing the facsimile commxmications operation using the optional frame 
when the telephone number of the calling facsimile machine corresponds to the identification 
information prestored in the memory ("yes" in step 105, column 11, line 63 through column 12, 
line 18). 

Imai & Mori are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
Group 3 facsimile systems that request operations using optional frames. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate the teachings of Mori in the system of Imai and Wada. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that Imai's system would 
become more efficient in operation, since providing a telephone number in an optional frame is a 
simple and effective method to communicate identification information between facsimile 
machines, as recognized by Mori in column 10, lines 35 through 58. 



Application/Control Number: 09/3 1 7,069 Page 1 7 

Art Unit: 2622 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Mori with the system 
of Imai and Wada to obtain the invention as specified in claim 4. 

Regarding claim 11, Imai discloses a method for performing a facsimile communications 
operation using optional frame signals (column 1, lines 9 through 55, and column 3, lines 22 
through 28, being a SEP signal) in a calling number display service mode (SEP signal included 
in the DTC signal, column 3, lines 22 through 58), comprising providing a facsimile apparatus 
with a memory which prestores identification information for a plurality of different facsimile 
machines having common specifications of optional frames (step SI 08, being a document sheet, 
designated by a document sheet number, stored in a polling queue, column 5, line 16 through 
column 6, line 36, whereby the document sheets numbers are different for each destination 
station, and document sheets for a plurality of destinations may be stored), receiving a telephone 
number of a calling facsimile machine during a call establishing process in the calling number 
display service mode and a signal requesting a facsimile communications operation using an 
optional frame (column 5, lines 19 through 40, column 6, lines 9 through 62, being the polling 
document sheet number), verifying the telephone number of the calling facsimile machine 
received in the receiving step with the identification information prestored in the memory (step 
S 110 in Fig. 6, column 5, lines 31 through 35, whereby the document sheet designated by the 
document sheet number is "collated" with the document sheet number of the document sheet in 
the queue), canceling performance of the facsimile communications operation using the optional 
frame when the identification information of the calling facsimile machine does not correspond 
with the identification information prestored in the memory ("no" in step SI 10 in Fig. 6, column 
5, lines 31 through 40, wherein "if there is no matching document sheet, ... the process is 
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terminated"), and executing the facsimile conmiunications operation using the optional frame 
when the identification information of the calling facsimile machine corresponds to the 
identification information prestored in the memory ("yes" in step SI 10, which proceeds to step 
SI 1 1 to transmit the original image, column 5, lines 31 through 40, wherein "if there is a 
matching document sheet, the document sheet is transmitted"). 

However, Imai fails to expressly disclose if the identification information of the calling 
facsimile machine identifies the calling facsimile machine. 

Wada discloses a facsimile communication method for performing a facsimile 
communications operation using an optional frame signals (column 5, lines 23-61) comprising 
receiving a telephone number of a calling facsimile machine during a call establishing process 
and a signal requesting a facsimile communications operation using an optional frame (see Figs. 
2A-1 through 3B), and verifying the telephone number of a calling facsimile machine with the 
identification information prestored in a memory (column 5, lines 45-51, step S90 in Fig. 2B), 
wherein the identification information of the calling facsimile machine identifies the calling 
facsimile machine (column 5, lines 36-44). 

Imai & Wada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
facsimile machines that receive facsimile data using standard facsimile protocol. At the time of 
the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to have Imai's 
system include the feature having the identification information identify the calling facsimile 
machine, as taught by Wada, since standard facsimile protocol includes a TSI command, which 
identifies the calling facsimile machine. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have 
been that Imai's system would conform with well-known standards of facsimile protocol, as 
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recognized by Wada in column 5, lines 25-61. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
combine the teachings of Wada with the system of hnai to obtain the invention as specified in 
claim 11. 

Continuing, Imai and Wada fail to expressly disclose of canceling performance of the 
facsimile communications operation when the telephone number of the calling facsimile machine 
does not correspond with the identification information stored in the memory. 

Mori discloses a method for performing a facsimile communications operation using 
optional frame signals (column 10, lines 1 through 6), comprising providing an apparatus with a 
memory which prestores identification information for a plurality of different facsimile machines 
having common specifications of optional frames (column 10, lines 17 through 58), receiving a 
telephone number of a calling facsimile machine during a call establishing process and a signal 
requesting a facsimile communications operation using an optional frame (column 11, lines 38 
through 55, and column 12, line 66 through column 13, line 18, seen in step 104 of Fig. 5), 
verifying the telephone number of the calling facsimile machine received in the receiving step 
with the identification information prestored in the memory (column 11, lines 51 through 67, 
seen as step 105 in Fig. 5), canceling performance of the facsimile communications operation 
using the optional frame when the telephone number of the calling facsimile machine does not 
correspond with the identification information prestored in the memory ("no" in step 105, 
colunrn 11, lines 56 through 62), and executing the facsimile communications operation using 
the optional frame when the telephone number of the calling facsimile machine corresponds to 
the identification informafion prestored in the memory ("yes" in step 105, column 11, line 63 
through column 12, line 18). 
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Imai & Mori are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
Group 3 facsimile systems that request operations using optional frames. At the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the 
teachings of Mori in the system of Imai and Wada. The suggestion/motivation for doing so 
would have been that Imai's system would become more efficient in operation, since providing a 
telephone number in an optional frame is a simple and effective method to communicate 
identification information between facsimile machines, as recognized by Mori in colimm 10, 
lines 35 through 58. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Mori 
with the system of Imai and Wada to obtain the invention as specified in claim 11. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
AppHcant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joe Pokrzywa whose telephone number is (571) 272-7410. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Liformation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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